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lO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF 
RADNORSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


THE 


Gentlemen, 

I Have  the  Honour  to  present  my  first  Annual  Report  for  (He  year  1921  on 
the  Health  Administration  of  the  County. 

Population  — This  Has  declined  since  the  Census  of  191 1,  particulars  are 
given  on  pages  5-7. 

r 07  , ' r ' V J ' ! -11:’  was  20.  1 for  the  whole  County  compared  with  a rate 

of  22.  4 for  England  and  Wales. 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  - This  was  4 1 per  ICCO  births  for  the  whole 
County  compared  with  a rate  of  83  for  England  and  Wales,  the  rate  for  1920 
was  3 per  1000  higher  than  that  for  England  and  Wales. 

Health  Visiting  and  Midwifery.-^  will  be  seen  from  the  particulars 
g.ven  on  pages  1 I -17  that  the  whole  County  is  now  covered  for  this  purpose. 

On  account  of  the  area  of  the  County  being  considerable  viz.,  391,165 
acres  and  the  population  being  small  in  comparison,  the  expense  of  maintain- 
ing a ealth  service  ,s  obvtously  greater  in  comparison  with  the  other  Counties 
in  hnglnnd  ana  Wales. 

,P7a^!cu!^S  °f  tIie  work  carricd  out  V Te  Health  Visitors  is  given  on 
pages  1 — 13.  The  percentage  of  infants  fed  entirely  on  the  breast  was  only  62 
percent  and  this  is  unsatisfactory  and  indicates  the  need  for  instruction  in 
matters  of  feeding,  etc.,  by  the  Health  Visitors. 

1 have  given  particulars  in  regard  to  Maternal  Mortality  in  child-birth 
0:1  fas<:  a I ne  rafe  is  very  compared  with  that  for  England  and  Wales 
and  ,s  1 consider  caused  chiefly  through  the  difficulty  in  the  past  of  obtaining 
the  services  of  a Midwife,  particularly  in  the  Rural  Districts. 

Since  the  formation  of  the  various  District  Nursing  Associations,  the 
■ lidw.feryserv.ee  is  much  more  satisfactory,  as  the  District  Nurses  attend  such 
< uses,  and  in  the  three  districts  without  a District  Nursing  Association  Mid- 
Wl  <;ry  CaSCS  are  attcnded>  where  necessary,  by  the  three  whole-time  Nurses. 

Infectious  Diseases.-l  have  discussed  the  question  of  Isolation  Hospital 
accommodation  more  particularly  in  relation  to  Scarlet  Fever.  Diphtheria  and 
Smallpox  on  pages  17-20.  Economy  can  only  be  affected  through  the  co- 
operation of  the  various  Sanitary  Authorities. 

, Vaccm^°n  against  Smallpox  is  only  being  carried  out  to  a limited 
' h°ald  an  °Utbreak  Smallpox  occur  in  the  County  on  account  of 

on-vaccination  the  expense  incurred  will  be  considerable. 

Tuherculosis.- Tull  particulars  are  given  on  pages  24-30, 
h-  Vo  ',05  CaSCS  °f  Tuberculosis  (in  the  majority  Consumpti.  a family 

tLuhrs'  U !r„W“  °btained  in  33  — 31  per  cent.  These  pa^ 

herMilar  J ^ ‘'efute  ^ gCneral  idca  that  Tuberculosis  is  an 

. “ , " 1 . ISCaSC'  In  conncct,°n  with  previous  investigations  in  Hereford  and 
else  where  ascertained  that  in  two-thirds  of  the  cases  of  Consumption  there  was 
no  family  history  of  the  disease. 

the  soil  NVi!lbCT,!:nittCdtllat  7heretWe  isa  fan'^  of  Consumption 

r .non,  -ienCrf  y "’°re  SUltable  for  ,hc  invasion  of.  the  Tubercle  Bacillus,  but 
Jcv“onWth  A a Tf  Wb°  l0ad  3 bealthy  outdoor  life  are  not  likely  to 
from  any  heer  drSe  and  tWe  -main  the  majority  who  develop  it  apart 

irom  any  hereditary  predisposition. 
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It  may  be  asked  why  there  should  be  so  many  eases  of  Tuberculosis  in 
a County  wnere  tue  climate  is  so  bracing,  and  w.! . ; an  outdoor  occupation 
is  followed  by  a large  proportion  of  the  inhabitants.  There  are  various  factors 
which  appear  to  have  a direct  bearing  on  the  question.  In  the  past  there  has 
been  too  little  attention  paid  to  isolation  and  disinfection  in  cases  of  Con- 
sumption, in  consequence  other  members  of  the  same  family  have  developed 
the  disease. 

1 have  referred  to  the  question  of  Malnutrition  in  my  recent  School 
Report  on  pages  32  and  33  ; attention  was  drawn  to  the  want  of  proper  feeding 
fresh  air  and  sleep.  One  of  the  best  safeguards  against  1 uberculosis  is  the 
pi  oper  rearing  of  children  and  young  adults.  Proper  Housing  is  most  impor- 
tant and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  Government  ScHbme  could  not  be 
carried  out  through  the  causes  referred  to  on  pages 

Incre  seems  to  be  a demand  for  more  houses  with  three  bedrooms  ; it  is 
essential  that  not  more  than  two  adults  or  four  children  should  occupy  a bed- 
room of  the  average  size.  If  the  bedroom  is  smaller  the  accommodation  is 
insufficient  for  this  number  of  persons.  It  is  very  essential  to  have  a third 
bedroom  in  the  case  of  illness  An  adult  should  have  at  least  300  cubic  feet. 
It  is  most  important  that  the  windows  of  living  rooms  and  bedrooms  should 
be  made  to  open  and  that  they  should  be  kept  open. 

Venereal  Diseases.-  1 he  prevention  of  these  diseases  is  discussed  on 
pages  30-31.  If  C cneral  Paralysis  of  the  Insane  and  Blindness  can  be 
prevented  a considerable  saving  to  the  community  will  be  affected. 

Sanitary  Inspection — From  the  point  of  view  of  both  economy  and 
efficiency  it  is  very  desirable  that  Sanitary  Authorities  should  combine  to 
employ  the  services  of  a whole-time  fully  qualifi  1 Sanitary  Inspector.  1 have 
communicated  with  several  of  the  Sanitary  Authorities  in  the  County  in  regard 
to  this  matter  and  would  suggest  that  wherever  practicable  a joint  appoint- 
ment should  be  made.  In  some  areas  it  may  be  possible  to  combine  with 
Authorities  in  adjoining  Counties.  At  present  there  is  only  one  Sanitary 
Inspector  in  the  County  who  has  the  Certificate  of  the  Royal  S initary  Institute 
and  he  also  has  the  Meat  Inspector’s  Certificate. 

Under  Articles  8 and  15  of  the  Sanitary  Offices  Order  1922,  before  an 
appointment  is  made  particulars  must  be  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  1 fealth 
and  where  re  payment  is  desired  of  half  of  the  salary  from  County  Funds, 
the  person  appointed  must  be  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  possess 
proper  qualifications. 

General  Remarks  — True  economy  must  always  accrue  from  a removal 
of  causes,  which  .are  a menace  to  Public  Health  • id  any  action  tending  to 
lower  the  standard  of  the  Health  Services,  e g.,  payment  of  inadequate  salaries, 
must  be  against  tlie  interests  of  the  community,  whose  first  wealth  is  found 
in  its  physical  and  mental  fitness. 

In  order  lo  effect  economy  in  printing,  I have  not  given  summaries  of 
the  Annual  Reports  of  the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  but  have 
drawn  attention  to  any  matters  of  importance  discussed  in  the  Reports. 

In  conclusion  I desire  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  members  of  the  Staff 
for  their  co-operation  and  assistance. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Public  Health  Offices,  J.  W.  MILLER.  M.D.,  D.P.II., 

County  Buildings,  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Llandrindod  Wells, 

October  5th,  1922. 
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AREA  AND  POPULATION- 


Area — Including  land  and  inland  water  this  amounts  to 
301,165  acres,  (Urban  Districts  8,167  acres  and  Rural  Districts 
292,998  acres). 

Population  — According  to  the  Census  of  1921  the  pop- 
ulation of  the  Administrative  County  was  23,528,  made  up  of 
11,475  males  and  1 2,053  females.  I be  following  are  particulars 
of  the  population  at  the  Census  of  19 1 1 and  1921  : — 

1 g 1 t . 1921. 

Administrative  County  22,590  23.528 

Urban  Districts  ...  5,806  7,478 

Rural  Districts  ...  1 6,784  16,050 

The  Census  was  taken  on  19/20111  June,  1921  and  in 
consequence  there  is  an  error  in  regard  to  the  population  of 
Llandrindod  Wells  on  account  of  visitors  in  the  town  at  that 
date  and  this  also  applies  in  a lesser  degree  to  other  districts  in 
the  County.  There  were  also  a certain  number  of  residents 
absent  . on  holiday  from  the  County. 

The  following  tables  give  the  populations  of  all  the  districts 
at  the  Census  of  1921  and  is  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General 
for  the  middle  of  the  year  1921.  It  is  evident  that  some  cor- 
rection has  been  made  in  respect  of  visitors  resident  in  the 
County  at  the  time  the  Census  is  taken. 


URBAN  DISTRICTS. 


POPULATION. 


Census 
191 1. 

Census 

IQ2  I . 

IQI  I - 

- I92I. 

Estimated 
I92I . 

Increase 

n use 

Knighton  ...  . . 

1886 

1701 

185 

16S9 

Llandrindod  Wells... 

2779 

4605 

1826 

2792 

Presteigne 

ir4i 

I I72 

31 

1151 

5806 

7478 

O' 

to 

5652 

RURAL  DISTRICTS. 

POPULATION. 


Census 

191 1. 

Census 

1921. 

KJI  I—  I92  I- 

Estimated 

1921. 

I ncre.ase 

Decrease 

Colwyn 
Knighton  ... 
New  Radnor 
Painscastle 
Rhayader  ... 

2052 

4443 

275s 

2333 

5W8 

2043 

4I92 

2600 

2201 

5014 

9 

251 

158 

132 

184 

2050 

4165 

2653 

2207 

4949 

16784 

I 6050 

| 

16024 
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ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY. 


POPULAI  I<  )N. 

Census 

Census 

1 Q I I — 

- ICJ2I. 

Estimate  d 

191 1. 

IQ2I. 

Increase 

Decrease 

1921. 

Urban  Districts 
Rural  Districts 

5806 

16784 

7478 

16050 

1672 

734 

5632 

16024 

Total  Population  .. 

22590 

- ' OJ3Cimr-  O 

2 352S 

938 

2 1 656 

In  regard  to  the  various  districts  there  has  probably  only 
been  a slight  increase  in  the  population  of  Llandrindod  Wells, 
shown  by  the  estimated  population. 

The  increase  or  decrease  in  the  population  of  the  other 
districts  is  shown  by  the  variation  in  intercensal  period  19 1 1 - 1921 

There  is  a probable  decrease  in  population  of  the  whole  of 
the  County  for  the  period  1911-1921. 

The  following  are  particulars  in  regard  to  males  and 
females,  with  the  exception  of  Llandrindod  Wells  the  figures  of 
which  cannot  be  given  accurately  for  reasons  already  stated. 


URBAN  DISTRICTS. 


MA1.FS. 

IQ I I - 

-1921. 

1 

IQII  - 

1921. 

Census 

IQ  1 I . 

C ensus 

19-1. 

Increase 

De- 

crease 

Census 
1 91 1 - 

Census 

1921 

Increase 

De- 

crease. 

Knighton 

Presteigne 

900 

539 

803 

537 

97 

2 

986 

602 

1898 
, 6.35 

33 

88 

RURAL  DISTRICTS. 

- 

MA 

-F-S. 

1911 

-ion. 

FEMAI.ES. 

lull 

21. 

Census 

jijii. 

Census 

1921. 

Increase 

De- 

crease 

Census 

1911. 

Census 

1921. 

Increase 

crease 

Colwyn 
Knighton 
New  Radnor... 
Painscastle 
Rhayader 

1046 

2355 

M42 

ii73 

2627 

1063 

2193 

1 335 
1121 
2542 

17 

162 

107 

52 

85 

1006 
208S 
1 3 1 6 
1 160 
257 1 

980 

igqg 

1265 

10S0 

2472 

26 

89 

51 

80 

99 

■ 

8254 

389 

1 8141 

7796 

345 

In  the  Urban  District  of  Knighton  there  has  been  a slightly 
higher  decrease  in  males  compared  with  females. 

In  all  the  Rural  Districts  with  the  exception  of  Colwyn 
(increase'of  17)  there  has  been  a decrease  in  males  as  well  as 
females,  and  this  decrease  has  been  much  higher  in  regard  to 
males  in  the  districts  of  Knighton  and  New  Radnor  and  rather 
less  in  Painscastle  and  Rhayader  districts. 
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The  decrease  in  the  population  of  Radnorshire  i probably 
due  to  the  tendancyof  the  population  to  gravitate  from  the  Rural 
areas  to  the  larger  Urban  areas  and  also  to  the  loss  of  males 
during  the  War  and  the  lower  birth-rate  which  was  a direct 
result  of  the  War. 

The  Registrar  General  in  speaking  of  the  Rural  District 
population  of  Kngland  as  a whole  says: — 

“ The  present  Rural  District  population  is  slightly 
less  numerically  than  the  similar  1911  population. 
The  increase  within  the  existing  Rural  areas,  however, 
is  not  seriously  below  the  mean  for  the  whole  Country 
and  indicates  that  the  actual  diminution  is  du  merely 
to  the  normal  growth  of  Urban  centres  and  not  to  any 
serious  migration  from  country  to  town,  such  as  that 
which  took  place  during  the  latter  half  of  the  last 
century.” 

BIRTH-RATE. 

The  total  number  of  births  registered  in  the  County  during- 
1921  after  due  correction  was  443  compared  with  469  in  1920. 

Of  the  443  births,  102  (62  males  and  40  females)  occured  in 
the  Urban  Districts  and  341  (179  males  and  162  females)  in 
the  Rural  Districts. 


The  particulars  in  regard  to  rates  (per  1,000  persons  living) 
for  each  district  are  as  follows: — - 


Areas. 

Number  of 
Births,  192 1 

Birth-Rate, 

1921. 

Birth-  Rate, 
1920.  * 

URBAN  DISTRICTS— 

Knighton  ... 

25 

.4-8 

20'2 

Llandrindod  Wells 

48 

I7'2 

l6’I 

Presteigne  ... 

29 

25-2 

, 32-1 

RURAL  DISTRICTS — 

Colwyn 

46 

22‘4 

iS'i 

Knighton  ... 

IOI 

242 

23‘5 

New  Radnor 

44 

i6'6 

22'5 

Painscastle... 

58 

263 

23'4 

Rhayader  ... 

92 

x8’6 

22‘  I 

Urban  Districts 

IC2 

1 8*i 

20'6 

Rural  Districts  ... 

341 

2I‘3 

22*2 

Administrative  County 

443 

20'4 

21-8 

England  and  Wales 

22*4 

25-5 

’ Worn  the  report  of  the  Registrar  General  for  1920,  the  population 
has  been  revised  according  to  the  Census,  of  1921 
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1 lie  biith-rate  for  the  County  is  17  lower  Ilian  1920. 

Of  the  Urban  Districts  the  highest  rate  is  in  Presteign  viz. 
25.2  and  of  the  Rural  Districts  the  highest  rate  is  in  Painscastle 
viz.  24.3. 

ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS. 

1 here  were  29  during  1921  (Urban  Districts  8,  Rural 
Districts  21)  equal  to  6.5  per  cent,  of  the  total  births. 

DEATH  RATE. 

I he  number  of  deaths  which  occurred  in  the  County  during 
1921,  after  due  correction  for  residents  and  non-residents,  was 
256,  compared  with  265  in  1920. 

Of  the  236  deaths,  70  (34  males  and  36  females)  occurred  in 
the  urban  districts  and  186  (101  males  and  85  females)  occurred 
in  the  rural  districts. 


The  particulars  are  as  follows 


Areas. 

Number  of 
Deaths,  1921 

Death  rate, 
1921. 

Death-rate, 
1920.  * 

URBAN  DISTRICTS— 
Knighton 

22 

130 

l6'6 

Llandrindod  Wells 

25 

S'9 

1 2 5 

Presteigne  ... 

23 

19-9 

217 

RURAL  DISTRICTS— 

Colwyn 

21 

IO'2 

SB 

Knighton 

45 

io’S 

ir4 

New  Radnor 

23 

87 

9'9 

Painscastle... 

26 

1 1*8 

9'2 

Rhayader  ... 

7i 

I4'3 

136 

Urban  Districts  ... 

70 

I2'4 

156 

Rural  Districts  ... 

186 

ii‘6 

hi 

Administrative  County 

256 

1 1 '8 

I2'3 

England  and  Wales 

I 2"  I 

1 2*4 

* From  the  report  of  the  Registrar  General  for  1920  the  population 
has  been  revised  according  to  the  census  of  1921. 


The  crude  death-rate  for  the  County  is  3'6  per  1000  lower 
than  1920. 

Of  the  Urban  Districts,  the  highest  rate  occurred  in 
Presteigne,  viz. : i9'g,  and  of  the  Rural  Districts  in  Rhayader, 
viz.:  14-3. 
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Full  particulars  of  the  causes  of  death  in  each  district  and 
of  the  deaths  of  eacli  age  period  are  given  in  tables  II. 
and  III.  were  filled  in  appendix. 


The  following  table  shows  the  chief  causes  of  death  for  the 
year  1921  : — 


Cause  of  Death 

Number  of 
Deaths 

Percentage. 

Disease's  of  Circulatory  System  ... 
(Heart  Disease  37  and 
Arterio-oclerosis  8) 

45 

1 76 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

30 

1V7 

Tuberculous, (including  Phthisis  21) 

27 

10'5 

Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  SysU  m 
(including  Bronchitis  12 
Pneumonia  9) 

23 

9 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

22 

8-6 

Infectious  Disease 

(other  than  Tuberculosis) 

1 2 

4'7 

Nephritis  (Acute  and  Chronic)  ... 

12 

47 

Congenital  Debility  and  Prema- 
ture Birth 

10 

3'9 

Total 

181 

. . -j- cJCK&«rM)a.*nn'. 

707 

Particulars  in  regard  to  births  and  deaths  since  1914  are 
given  in  Table  T appendix,  the  last  printed  report  previous 
to  the  one  issued  last  year,  was  in  1913.  I therefore  thought  it 
desirable  to  give  the  statistics  for  the  period  during  which  no 
printed  reports  were  published. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

I he  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  in  the  County  dm  Tg 
1921  was  iS  compared  with  39  in  1920. 

Of  the  18  deaths,  6 (2  males  and  4 females),  occurred  in  the 
I than  Districts,  and  12  (8  males  and  4 females)  in  the  Rural 
Districts. 
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I lie  particulars  arc  as  follows  : — 


Areas. 


URBAN  DISTRICTS- 
Knighton 
Llandrindod  AArel Is 
Presteigne  ... 


Colwyn 
Knighton 
New  Radnor 
Painscastle  ... 
Rhavader  ... 


Urban  Districts  ... 
Rural  Districts  ... 
Administrative  County 
England  and  Wales 


No.  of  Deaths 
under  one  year. 
1921. 

Kate  per 
1000  Births, 
1921. 

Rote  per 
1000  Births, 
1920. 

2 

80 

I l8 

2 

42 

133 

2 

69 

J35 

1 

22 

27 

4 

40 

72 

3 

68 

5i 

2 

34 

98 

2 

22 

73 

6 

59 

1 29 

12 

35 

68 

18 

41 

S3 

§3 

80 

• 1 o lhe  l'!rban  Districts,  the  highest  rate  was  in  Knighton 

Radnor,’  68^  ^ ^ Rural  Districts  the  highest  was  in  New 

y;r.,There  'ye.re  J7  deaths  under  one  year  out  of  414  legitimate 
irths  equal  to  a rate  of  4ro6  per  1000  births,  and  one  death 
out  of  29  illegitimate  births  equal  to  a rate  of  34  4 per  1000 
births. 


Of  the  18  deaths, 
congenital,  debility  and 


10  were  classified  under  the  heading 
malformation,  premature  birth. 


Three  occurred  from  diarrhoea,  one  each  from  Whooping 

olL  b aom  hitis  and  Pneumonia,  and  two  from  other  causes 
not  mentioned. 


1 here  were  four  deaths  under  the  age  of  two  years  from 
INarrhma  and  Enteritis.  Two  in  the  Urban  Districts  (I.lan- 
drindod  \\  e.lls  and  Presteigne),  and  two  in  the  Rural  Districts 
(Knighton  and  Rhayader),  the  rates  per  1000  births,  were  as 
follows : — 

n>  • . ^Urban  Dural  Whole  England 

I enod.  Districts.  Districts.  County.  and  Wales. 
I921-  196  29  67  15-5 

Printed  leaflets  giving  particulars  of  methods  of  prevention 
°f  Summer  Diarrhoea  were  sent  to  the  nurses  for  distribution. 
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Thc  disease  is  usually  conveyed  by  flics,  and  it  is  most  important 
that  the  breeding  places  should  be  attacked  and  as  many  flies  as 
possible  destroyed. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Notification  of  Biri‘iis — During  the  year  443  births  were 
registered  (414  legitimaie  and  29  illegitimate). 

The  number  of  births  notified  was  as  follows  : — Live  Births 
50S,  Still  Births  7.  Of  these  299  were  notified  by  Midwives  and 
io5  by  Parents  and  Doctors  ; altogether  8g'8  were  notified. 

In  case  of  non-notification,  as  ascertained  from  the  District 
Registrars,  a communication  is  sent  to  the  father  and  also  to  the 
Doctor  or  Midwife. in  attendance,  drawing  attention  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Notifications  of  Births  Act. 

I I ealtii  Visiting — The  whole  of  the  County  is  now  covered 
for  this  purpose. 

A new  district  association  for  Llangunllo  and  Bleddfa  was 
formed  towards  the  latter  part  of  1921  and  the  Nurse  commenced 
her  duties  on  January  23rd,  1922. 

Nurse  Late  of  the  Knighton  District  Nursing  Association, 
commenced  her  duties  of  Health  Visiting  and  School  Work  on 
May  1st,  1921,  on  the  resignation  of  Nurse  Cameron  (whole-time 
Nurse). 

The  Staff  now  consists  of  a Superintendent  Nurse,  who  is 
also  Inspector  of  Midwives  and  Superintendent  under  the 
County  Nursing  Association,  three  whole-time  Nurses  for  the 
areas  of  Clyro,  Llanbister  and  Rhayader  and  in  part-time 
Nurses  employed  by  the  following  District  Associations:- — - 

Boughrood  and  Llanst.  phen,  Cwmbnch,  Llechroyd  and 
Llanelwedd,  Hundred  House,  Knighton,  Llangunllo, 
Llandrindod  Wells,  Newbridge-on- Wye,  New  Radnor 
and  District,  Penybont  and  District,  and  Presteigne 
and  District. 

1 wo  Nurses  are  employed  by  the  Llandrindod  Wells  and 
Presteigne  Nursing  Associations. 

1 he  Nurses  carry  out  ante-natal  visits,  visits  of  Infants  up 
to  5 years,  and  in  connection  with  cases  of  Tuberculosis, 
Measles,  Whooping  Cough  and  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 
1 hey  attend  the  three  Infant  Welfare  Centres  and  also  the 
1 uburculosis  Stations. 

A considerable  amount  of  time  was  spent  during  1921,  in 
improving  and  re-organising  the  Health  and  School  Work. 

I consider  that  the  ideal  system  is  a whole-time  service  of 
adequately  paid  Health-Visitors,  it  is  sometimes  very  difficult 
to  get  District  Nurses  to  take  any  interest  in  the  Health  and 
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School  Work,  although  they  may  be  quite  keen  on  the  ordinary 
District  Work,  it  is  therefore  important  that  Nurses  should  be 
appointed  who  are  capable  of  giving  proper  attention  to  both 
sides  of  their  work. 

In  a recent  circular  issued  by  the  Ministy  of  Health  dated 
July,  1922,  important  suggestions  are  made  in  regard  to  the 
training  of  Health  Visitors  and  it  is  c. nsidcred  essential  that 
women  appointed  as  Health  Visitors  should  have  had  certain 
training  and  possess  certain  certificates  prescribed  b\  the  Board 
of  Education. 

In  connection  with  work  undertaken  by  District  Nurses 
under  County  Councils  it  is  pointed  out  that  where  such  nurses 
are  employed  it  is  necessary  to  secure  that  they  are  competent 
and  are  under  capable  supervision.  The  Minister  will  not 
require  as  a condition  of  grant  that  such  District  Nurses  should 
have  undergone  the  course  of  training  prescribed  by  the  Regu- 
lations of  the  Board  of  Education  for  the  training  of  Health 
Visitors,  but  he  strongly  recommends  that  County  Councils 
should  arrange  that  all  of  the  District  Nurses  who  are  to  act  as 
Health  Visitors  should  be  given  practical  training  for  not  less 
than  three  months  under  an  experienced  Health  Visitor  or 
otherwise. 

In  Urban  Areas  District  Nurses  should  not  as  a rule  act  as 
Health  Visitors. 

It  is  important  that  the  above  suggestions  of  the  Ministry 
should  betaken  into  consideration  and  that  any  District  Nurses 
appointed  in  the  future  should  be  capable  of  making  out  accur- 
ate reports  and  should  take  an  interest  in  Health  and  School 
Work. 

In  some  Districts  it  is  very  difficult  to  get  the  Health  and 
School  Work  carried  out  in  an  efficient  manner  owing  to  the 
lack  of  interest  in  this  branch  of  the  work  and  also  to  the 
inability  of  the  Nurse  to  make  accurate  records  of  her  work. 

'flic  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  during 
1921  : — 

Total  Visits. 


Expectant  Mothers  (first  visits  126)  ...  332 

Infants  under  one  year  (first  visits  386)  ...  1142 

Infants  1-5  years  (first  visits  303)  ...  20^4 

Tuberculosis — 

Attendances  at  Stations.  ...  ...  26 

First  visits  to  notified  cases  ...  ...  .54 

Re-visits  ,,  ,,  ...  ...  67 

Other  Work — 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  58 

Mental  Deficiency  ...  ...  ...  29 


Of  the  visits  to  infants  under  one  year  there  were  851  re- 
visits; 250  infants  were  visited  a second  time  and  601  infants 
more  frequently. 
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p,  connection  with  291  infants  under  one  year  the  particu- 
; jn  regard  to  feeding  arc  as  follows 

Breast-fed  ...  ...  182  62-5% 

Breast  and  Bottle-fed  ...  51  t7'5°/° 

Artificially  fed...  ...  58  2°'°% 

Too  large  a proportion  of  infants  are  artificially  fed. 

In  .j.S  cases  the  the  food  used  was  as  follows  : — 

Cow’s  Milk  (undiluted)  ...  1 

Goat’s  Milk  ( „ ) ...  1 

Cow’s  Milk  and  Water  ...  22 

Cow's  Milk  and  Barley  Water  6 

Condensed  Milk  ...  ...  6 

Patent  Food  ...  ...  12 

It  will  be  seen  that  in  the  majority  of  cases  milk  was  used. 

In  40  cases  where  the  infant  was  not  breast-fed,  the  reasons 
fiven  were  as  follows  : — Illness  of  mother  4,  death  of  mother  1, 

! ■pressed  nipples  1,  insufficient  milk  11,  and  in  2 cases  the 
nother  went  out  to  work,  in  21  cases  no  reason  was  given. 

A good  many  of  the  Infant  Welfare  Cards  were  not  properly 
died  in  and  it  is  therefore  difficult  to  draw  accurate  conclusions. 

Of  the  children  who  were  brought  upon  the  breast  and 
1 ittle.  concurrently  thirty-eight  were  fed  on  cows’  milk  (in  5 
■m  fs  diluted  with  water  or  barley  water);  Four  were  fed  on 
Glaxo,  Three  on  condensed  milk  and  Three  on  Allenbury’s  food. 

Other — The  majority  of  the  infants  slept  with  their  mother, 
it  was  recorded  that  in  25  cases  a cot  was  used.  In  16  cases  a 
dummy  was  in  use.  Note  was  made  of  any  insanitary  con- 
dition and  the  following  were  found: — 10  houses,  dampness, 
five  overcrowding,  one  dirty  and  defective  w.c.,  one,  windows 
m * ded  repairing,  one  bad  social  conditions. 

I am  indebted  to  Mrs.  Vaughan  for  summarising  the  infor- 
mation from  thecards.  Greater  accuracy  is  essential  on  the  part 
of  the  Nurses  if  the  records  are  to  be  of  service. 

Infant  Welfare  Cfntrks — Voluntary  Infant  Welfare 
(-'•litres  are  established  at  Knighton,  Llandrindod  Wells,  Howey 
and  Presteigne.  With  the  exception  of  Llandrindod  Wells 
: tortnightly),  the  meetings  are  held  monthly.  The  County 
’ otmcil  gives  to  each  Centre,  except  Howey,  which  is  an 
pi! -shoot  of  the  Llandrindod  Wells  Centre,  a grant  of  £20  yearly.. 
I he  Centres  arc  worked  by  voluntary  helpers  and  good  work 
is  carried  out 

Generally  short  talks  are  given  to  the  mothers  at  the 
meetings  on  various  matters  affecting  the  welfare  of  infants 
and  older  children. 
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The  babies  are  regularly  weighed  and  advice  given. 


I'he  following  are  particulars  of  the  attendances  during  the 
year  1921  : — 


Knighton. 

Lland'dod 

Wells. 

Presteigne. 

Total. 

No.  of  Meetings  ... 

12 

24 

1 X 

47 

Total  number  of 
individual 
mothers  who 
attended  during 
the  year 

93  4 

39 

33 

165 

Total  number  of 
individual  chi  1 - 
ren  who  atten- 
ded during  the 
year 

93 

43 

46. 

182 

Total  number  of 
attendances  of 
children 

100 

368 

163 

631 

Average  attend- 
ance per  session 
of  children 

3'3 

5 

r4’4 

127 

The  information  in  regard  to  the  Howey  Centre  for  the 
Quarter  October  to  December,  1921,  shows  that  there  was  an 


average  attendance  of  n‘6  children  per  session. 

THE  M1DW1VES*  ACT. 

Summary  of  the  Inspector’s  Work — 

Regular  Inspections  of  Midwives  ...  ...  263 

Special  Visits  of  Enquiry  ...  ..  10 

Visits  to  non-registered  Women  reported  to  be 

practising  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  Visits  ...  ...  ...  19 

Letters  and  Notices  sent  out  ...  ...  238 

Notifications  Received — 

Of  intention  to  practise  _.  ..  30 

Of  sending  for  Medical  help  ...  . 30 

Of  Stillbirths 
Last  Offices... 

Liabilility  to  1 f a source  of  infection  ...  1 

Artificial  Feeding  of  Infants  ...  ...  29 

Death  of  Infants  before  the  arrival  of  Doctor 
* Death  of  Mother  ..  ...  ...  1 


* The  Mother  died  from  Rupture  of  Uterus,  she  was  attended  by  a 
Doctor  and  a Midwife. 


H 
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[u  30  instances  medical  help  was  called  for,  the  - titulars 
■ as  follows  : — 

Prolonged  Labour  ...  ...  ...  8 

Feebleness  and  Prematurity  of  Child  ...  5 

Retained  and  Adherent  Placentae  and  Mern- 

brances...  ...  ...  ...  4 

1 ligh  Temperature  ...  ...  ..  3 

Rupture,  of  Perineum  ...  ...  ...  2 

Uterine  Inertia  ...  ...  ...  2 

Collapse  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Threatened  Abortion  ..  ...  ...  1 

Dangerous  Varicose  Veins  and  Phlebitis  ...  1 

Skin  Eruption  (Infant)  ...  ...  ...  1 

Post-partum  1 hemorrhage  ...  ...  1 

Abnormal  Presentation  ...  ..  1 


Midwives  Practising — 

Number  of  Traine  1 lidwives  working  under 


Local  Nursing  Assc.<  iations  (affiliated  to 

the  County  Nursing  Association).  ...  13 

Trained  Mid  wives  employed  by  County  Council 

who  also  are  Health  Visitors  ...  3 

d rained  Midwives  practising  on  their  own 

account  ...  ...  ..  1 

"]'  Bonafule  Midwives  ...  ...  ...  9 


| In  practise  in  July.  1901,  who  do  not  possess  the  cer- 
tilicatc  by  examination  of  the  C.M.B. 

I here  are  several  Midwives  in  adjoining  Counties  who 
a 1 tend  cases  in  Radnorshire. 

Mrs.  Vaughan  acted  as  Inspector  of  Midwives  during  1921, 
and  up  to  the  end  of  March,  1922. 

Mate  rnal  Mortality — 

During  the  year  1921  there  was  death  during  childbirth 
in  New  Radnor  Rural  District,  m Rupture  of  the  Uterus, 

equal  to  a rate  of  2'25  per  1000  births. 

1 he  particulars  in  regard  to  previous  years  are  as  follows: — 
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Period. 

1 

Total  Deaths 
per  iooo  Births. 

Death  Rate  per 
1000  Births  from 
Puerperal  Fever. 

Death-rate  per  1000 
Bii  ths  from  other 
complications  of 
child-bearing. 

E.  & W. 

Rads. 

E.  & W. 

Rads. 

E.  Sc  W. 

Rads. 

19TI-13 

3 ‘94  ' 

46 

X’36 

07 

2-58 

3 '9 

1914 

4 '*7 

4-2 

x'55 

2'  I 

2-62 

2’  I 

1915 

2‘7  I 

213 

x'47 

• — 

i'24 

2' 1 3 

1916 

274 

S’75 

r38 

2 iq 

x'36 

6-56 

1917 

2-58 

1 1T4 

1-31 

2 -79 

1-27 

8'35 

1918 

— 

I‘28 

— 

1-23 

— 

1919 

270 

IO'34 

I ‘67 

— 

1 '03 

io’34 

1920 

2-52 

6'39 

i '8 1 

4-26 

0-71 

2-13 

Average 

1916-20 

2'6i 

7'32 

i '49 

1-85 

1 ■ 1 2 

547 

ft  will  be  seen  from  the  figures  that  for  the  period  1916-20, 
the  maternal  mortality  for  Radnorshire  was  nearly  three  times 
that  of  England  and  Wales,  and  that  this  was  clue  chiefly  to 
complications  of  child-bearing  apart  from  Puerperal  Fever. 

In  particular  years  the  rates  for  Puerperal  and  other  causes 
are  distinctly  high  compared  with  those  for  England  and  Wales. 

A request  was  made  to  the  Authorities  of  the  Llandrindod 
Wells  Cottage  Hospital  to  reserve  a few  beds  in  the  new  ex  ten - 
tion  for  complicated  cases  of  midwifery  and  also  for  cases  where 
the  home  circumstances  were  unsatisfactory;  this  request  was 
refused. 

Where  beds  are  allocated  the  Ministry  of  Health  is  willing 
to  pay  a grant.  Such  cases,  if  they  do  occur,  will  be  sent  into 
the  Hospital  in  the  ordinary  way. 

SUPPLY  AND  TRAINING  OF  MIDWIVES. 

From  the  information  already  given  it  will  be  seen  that 
there  are  26  Michvives  practising  in  the  County,  and  of  these  13 
are  District  Nurses  and  3 whole- time  Nurses  under  the  County 
Cou  ncil. 

As  the  county  is  very  sparsely  populated  it  is  impossible  for 
a qualified  midwife  to  earn  an  adequate  living  apart  from  other 
work,  it  is  only  through  the  various  District  Nursing  Associations 
that  have  been  formed  that  this  difficulty  has  to  a large  extent 
been  overcome,  but  there  are  still  certain  districts  where  there 
is  a demand  for  a qualified  midwife. 
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I he  high  maternal  mortality  in  the  past  is  to  a large  extent 
due  to  the  lack-  of  an  adequate  supply  of  trained  midwives  At 
- resent  no  grant  is  given  by  the  County  Council  towards  the 


training  of  Midwi 


ves. 


Dunn  19.21  and  previously,  training  in  certain  cases  has 
- un  paid  for  by  the  County  Nursing  Committee,  which  was 
.imitated  to  the  South  Wales  Nursing  Association  and  this  is 
..'mig  contuiucd  by  the  County  Nursing  Association  which  is 
v .*  i . 1 1 1a ted  to  the  Queen  s Jubilee  Institute. 


. 1,iere  wfre  two  nurses  who  completed  their  training  at 
1 la.stow  for  the  position  of  Midwife  and  District  Nurse  during 
1 o 2 1.  t> 


NUMBER  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEAS  '3  NOTIFIED 
IN  EACH  DISTRICT. 


Cases  Notified  in  each  Locality. 


Names  of 
districts. 


~ XJ  nj  3 

0.5  Jo  S 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

In  the  foregoing  tables  particulars  are  given  of  the  notifica- 
; received  during  1921. 


Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever — The  incidence  (number 
f cases  per  ioco  of  the  population)  is  as  follows  : — - 

Urban  Rur  d Whole 

Period.  Disease.  Districts  Districts.  County. 

to2i.  Scarlet  Fever  o'iS  4'oS  3'o6 

,,  Diphtheria  C70  o'4i  o'55 


I 


The  particulars  in  regard  to  England  and  Wales  are  as 
follows : — 


Wales 


riod  Disease  F 

ngland  & Wales. 

(including  Monmouth) 

>20  Scarlet  l'ever 

3-I9 

4'35 

16-20  do- 

2-25 

2T7 

)2o  Diphtheria 

i'86 

1-94 

16-20  do- 

x’49 

1-27 

The  Diphtheria  rates  compare  very  favourably  with  those 
f<>r  England  and  Wales,  but  the  rate  for  Scarlet  Fever  for  the 
Rural  Districts  is  high. 

ITe  death-rates  from  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  are  as 
f>  il  lows  : — 


Urban  Rural  Whole  England 
Period.  Disease.  Districts.  Districts.  County.  & Wales 
19:1  Scarlet  Fever  — - — ■ - — 0 03 

,,  Diphtheria  o‘35  o'o6  o'lp  o‘i2 

Scarlet  1‘  ever — This  disease  was  present  in  epidemic  form 
;u  tin-  Rhayader  Rural  District  and  in  consequence  the  Nantmel 
C.  <d  W ) School  was  closed  from  February  15th  to  March  nth 
•■•'id  the  I danbadarnfawr  School  from  March  8th  to  25th.  On 
E:<-  advise  of  the  District  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Rhayader 
• nd  Cwmdauddwr  Schools  were  closed  from  October  24th  to 
fnvernber  18th. 


It  was  necessary  to  close  Nantmel  (C.  of  W.)  School  again 
fi'in  November  28th  until  after  the  Christmas  hoi  id  ays. 

Owing  to  an  outbreak  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  the  Gladestry 
b tri(  t,  the  school  was  closed  from  May  12th  to  June  3rd  and 
bom  June  7th  to  June  24th. 

None  of  the  cases  from  Rhayader  and  New  Radnor  Rural 
,!  iC  oThovcd  to  Hospital,  and  had  the  first  cases  been  removed 
n,‘  'Tc  later  cases  could  have  been  prevented. 

E N very  rarely  necessary  to  close  a school  for  Scarlet 
; '-vr.  during  the  ten  years  I was  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
, Rid,  I only  closed  one  school  J hrough  the  first  case  not 

|HF  ''moved  to  the  Hospital  other  cases  in  the  same  house 
occurred. 

iQ 


When  the  case  is  not  removed  to  Hospital  it  is  most  impor- 
tant that  the  sanitary  Inspector  should  visit  the  homes  at 
frequent  intervals  in  order  to  see  that  isolation  is  carried  out. 

In  Rhayader  Rural  District  printed  leaflets  giving  instruc- 
tions in  regard  to  isolation  and  disinfection  were  sent  to  the 
parents. 

Smallpox— There  were  no  cases  in  the  County  during  the 
year,  there  have  been  cases  in  various  parts  of  England  during 
iQ2i,  e.g — in  Lancashire,  Yorkshire  and  Derbyshire,  and  there  is 
always  the  possibility  of  the  disease  being  brought  to  the 
County  by  strangers. 

On  page  n of  my  Annual  School  Report  for  1921,  I gave 
particulars  in  regard  to  vaccination.  62  percent  of  the  children 
had  been  vaccinated;  there  is  a decreasing  number  of  vaccinations 
and  only  a small  proportion  of  infants  are  now  vaccinated. 

It  is  only  by  vaccination  and  re-vaccination  that  a com- 
munity can  be  protected  against  the  disease.  One  would  have 
thought  that  on  grounds  of  economy  the  general  public  would 
realise  the  importance  of  vaccination,  as  an  outbreak  of  Small- 
pox entails  considerable  cost  to  a Local  Authority. 

Whooping  Cough — There  was  an  outbreak  of  this  disease 
in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  in  the  parish  of  Cascob  and  the 
school  was  closed  from  February  7th  to  March  4th  and  from 
March  8th  to  25th. 

The  disease  also  occured  in  Llandrindod  Wells  and 
Newbridge-on- Wye  in  the  Autumn,  and  the  Newbridge  School 
was  closed  from  the  5th  to  the  16th  of  September.  One  death 
occurred  of  a female  under  one  year  at  Llandrindod  Wells  ; the 
rate  for  the  county  being  o'o6  as  compared  with  o’  12  for 
England  and  Wales. 


Measles — No  deaths  occured  during  the  year.  Visils  are 
paid  by  the  School  Nurses  to  the  homes  of  children  suffering 
from  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  and  leaflets  left  giving 
instructions  in  regard  to  isolation  and  other  matters. 

Influenza — 'This  disease  became  prevalent  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  last  quarter  of  the  year. 

There  w'eie  two  deaths  in  the  Urban  Districts  and  six  in  the 
Rural  Districts,  the  rate  for  the  County  was  0^37  compared  with 
C23  for  England  and  Wales. 

Other  Infectious  Diseases — There  were  no  casec  of  Enteric 
Fever,  Erysipelas,  Puerperal  Fever,  or  other  notifiable  disease 
during  the  year. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin  can  be  obtained  free  through  the 
District  Medical  Officers  of  Health  and  Tetanus  Antitoxin  and 
Influenza  Vaccine  from  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


20 


DISINFECTION. 

There  Is  only  one  steam  disinfector  in  the  County  ;it  tire 
Kni'diton  Union,  and  I understand  this  is  available  for  the 
ii-  infection  of  articles  of  clothing  and  bedding  in  the  Knighton 
Urban  and  Rural  Districts. 

It  is  surprising  to  find  that  Llandrindod  Wells,  which  is  a 
spa,  possesses  no  disinfector  and  J would  suggest  that  the  Urban 
I Jistrict  Council  should  take  this  matter  into  consideration  at 
the  earliest  possible  moment.  The  “Sack”  steam  disinfector 
which  is  made  by  Meldrums,  Ltd.,  is  inexpensive,  but  I have  had 
no  experience  of  its  working;  it  is  recommended  by  some 
Medical  Officers  of  Health. 

In  some  cases  disinfection  of  rooms  is  carried  out  after 
Infectious  Disease  by  formalin  or  sulphur  vapour  but  this  is 
. t general,  the  formal;  is  to  be  preferred. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITALS. 

There  arc  three  Isolation  Hospitals  in  the  County  situated 
it  Llandrindod  Wells,  near  Knighton,  and  at  Presteigne.  'There  is 
a wooden  building  (nowused  as  a house)  in  the  Rhayader  Rural 
1 >i  strict,  which  was  used  for  the  isolation  of  cases  of  Infectious 
Hi  ease  at  the  time  of  the  construction  of  the  Birmingham 
Waterworks  in  the  Elan  Valley. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  by  the  Painscastle  Rural 
District  Council  for  the  admission  to  the  Isolation  Hospital 
-I  Hay  of  Scarlet  Fever  cases  which  cannot  be  isolated  at  home 
ad  two  were  admitted  in  1921.  (Report  of  the  District  Medical 
OliioTof  Health,  Dr.  Hi  neks,  for  1921). 

In  his  Annual  Report  for  1921,  Dr.  Graves  (Knighton 
1 rban  District),  writes — -“I  think  it  would  be  well  if  our 
1 ■ <imr.il  took  into  consideration  the  question  of  a Nurse  for 
' .a  Hospital  (Knighton  and 'feme).  It  would  be  surely  possible 
' > give  a retaining  fee — a small  one  when  no  cases  were  there — 

1 as  to  have  a lien  upon  the  nurse’s  services  if  occasion  arose. 
U:  this  Hospital  there  are  five  beds,  and  1 think  it  would  be  well 
it  the  Joint  Hoard  of  Control  arranged  for  more  accommodation. 
U is  quite  uncertain  when  an  epidemic  may  come  and  so  far  as 

' present  conditions  are,  we  are  quite  unprepared 

I he  present  Hospital  is  not  adequate.” 

Other  comments  in  the  Annual  Reports  for  1921  are  as 
follows 


Dr.  ( unningham  (Llandrindod  Wells  Urban  District) — - 
I he  amount  of  Infectious  Disease  has  been  small.  I am 
u<<v.  ever  unable  to  report  with  enthusiasm  on  the  provision  at 
! ■ ‘ut  made  for  dealing  with  any  outbreak  of  Infectious 
1 h ease  which  may  occur.  In  my  opinion  the  Isolation  Hospital 
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is  not  being  maintained  in  an  efficient  manner  and  tlie  attitude 
of  the  Council  towards  the  matter  is  a reactionary  one.  The 
need  for  a stalled  and  equipped  Isolation  Hospital,  able  at  any 
moment  to  deal  promptly  with  Infectious  Disease  is  essential  in 
a Spa  of  the  character  of  Llandrindod  Wells,  and  it  is  to  be 
regretted  that  the  Council,  from  mistaken  motives  of  false 
economy,  have  decided  so  to  limit  the  usefulness  of  the  Isolation 
Hospital.” 

Dr.  Milner  (Presteigne  Urban  District)  writes:  — “ I inspected 
the  Isolation  Hospital  during  the  summer  and  found  that  some 
parts  of  the  structure  were  much  out  of  repair  and  I was 
informed  by  the  Surveyor  that  he  had  already  noted  the  defects 
and  steps  were  being  taken  to  remedy  them.  But  t do  not 
consider  the  building  at  all  suitable  for  the  purpose.  The 
accommodation  is  inadequate  and  very  badly  arranged  so  that 
proper  provision  for  patients  and  nursing  and  domestic  staff  can 
hardly  be  provided.  With  much  discomfort  one  patient  might 
be  attended  to,  but  I do  not  think  more  possible.  I he  absence 
of  a bath  and  lavatory  and  the  inconvenient  sanitary  accommo- 
dation are  serious  defects.” 

I have  visited  the  three  Isolation  Hospitals  and  agree  with 
the  remarks  made  by  the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health  in 
regard  to  accommodation  and  premises. 

In  regard  to  the  Llandrindod  Wells  Isolation  Hospital  there 
are  obvious  improvements  which  could  be  carried  out.  1‘rom 
an  economical  point  of  view,  one  would  have  thought  that  an 
agreement  could  have  been  made  with  the  Rural  Councils  of 
Colvvvn,  Rhayader,  and  even  New  Radnor  to  admit  cases  of 
Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  at  a rate  of  so  much  per  week  for 
maintenance,  etc. 

I understand  there  is  an  objection  on  the  part  of  the 
Llandrindod  Wells  Urban  District  Council  to  admit  cases 
outside  their  district,  as  the  Council  consider  the  admission  ol 
such  cases  might  prejudice  visitors  to  the  town. 

In  the  table  on  page  18,  it  is  shown  that  the  majority  of 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occured  in  the  autumn  and  winter  months 
from  October  to  April,  when  there  are  very  few  visitors  in  the 
town,  so  that  this  objection  does  not  hold  good.  By  a suitable 
combination  of  districts  there  are  always  a sufficient  number 
of  cases  to  retain  the  services  of  a nurse  permanently. 

During  the  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  Rhayader  Rural 
District,  the  temporary  hospital  could  have  been  utilised  and 
the  number  of  cases  reduced  thereby. 

In  connection  with  the  outbreak  of  Scarlet  Fever  in 
Gladestry,  some  arrangement  might  have  been  made  for  the 
admission  of  the  cases  into  the  Kington  Isolation  Hospital. 
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Although  there  is  a great  call  for  economy,  practical 
n., sores  cannot  be  adopted  through  want  of  co  operation  of 
i . 1 Authorities. 

1 he  Isolation  I lospital  under  the  Knighton  and  Terne  Joint 
!’  ird  consists  of  two  adjoining  cottages  and  there  is  difficulty 
a 'commodatiug  the  patients  and  staff. 

The  Presteigne  Isolation  Hospital  is  inaccessible  and 
madequate  for  the  purpose. 

Under  section  6 of  the  Isolation  Hospitals  Act,  1893.  “The 
County  Council  may  direct  an  enquiry  to  be  made  by  the 
• :n  d Olliccr  of  Health  of  the  County  as  to  the  necessity  of 
a Isolation  Hospital  being  established  for  the  use  of  the 
b 'bitanls  of  any  particular  district  in  the  County  and  in  the 
at  of  such  Medical  Officer  reporting  that  such  an  hospital 
■ eight  to  be  established  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  a district 
■}'  t;,be  the  same  proceedings  in  all  respects  for  the  establish  - 
' 'nt  °1  such  hospitals  if  a petition  had  been  presented  by  a 
' - ' 1 ! Authority  for  the  district  named  in  the  report  of  such 

' b (lira!  Officer  of  Health.” 

1 udor  Sec.  I,  (1)  of  the  Isolation  Hospitals  Act,  iqci,  “ Any 
I ■ Av  including  a Joint  Board)  within  the  meaning  of  the  Public 
■loi  Act,  1875,  which  has  provided  under  this  Actor  any 
11  a hospital  for  the  reception  of  the  sick  may  with 
■unction  of  the  Ministry  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Council 
1 it  to  the  Council  of  the  County  within  which  the 
p'tal  or  any  part  of  the  district  of  the  authority  is  situate.” 

I would  suggest  that  action  be  taken  later  by  the  County 
ouncil  under  the  powers  granted  to  them  by  the  Isolation 
: ’•  l"tals  Act,  1893  and  the  Act  of  1901  to  obtain  a site  in  the 
i-ugli.viurhood  of  Penybont  and  to  erect  an  Isolation  Hospital. 

, B°ssihle  to  use  a portion  of  the  building  of  the 
■ 1 ox  od  Wells  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  purpose,  the 

. - .A  n!V, ,°  eases  of  infectious  disease  could  be  removed  to  the 
| 1 , " P'tal  icferred  to,  and  arrangement  made  for  cases  in 

1 1 rs  , tlie  County  to  be  removed  to  existing  Isolation 

final  m other  Counties. 


r (.I,resent  I would  not  advise  any  alterations  or  extensions 
, ‘■'\1’.1^  1 ’T'tals  except  as  a temporory  measure  pending  an 

< ’oun'ty  111  ° SO  atl°n  I IosB’ta^  accommodation  for  the  whole 


C< 


1 here  is  no  specia1  acccimmodation  for  Smallpox  in  the 

- ' > and  should  an  outbreak  occur  the  cases  would  have 

treated  m the  existmg  Isolation  Hospitals. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

i ,•  ^-U  copies  of  31  notifications  wen 

Tuberculosis7.  °f  Pulmonary  and  + cascs  of  Non-P 

I fie  particulars  in  regard  to  districts  are  as  follow 

u n an  D i s t r 1 c t s . Pulmonary.  Non-Pi 

Knighton  r 

Llandrindod  Wells  — 

Presteigne  I 

Rurw-.  Districts: 

Colwyn 
Knighton 
New  Radnor 
Painscastle 
Rhayader 


4 

9 

6 

2 


Total  27  P 

Pulmonary.— There  were  18  males  and  9 female* 
the  ages  being  as  follows  .-—Males  17,  18.  19  (2\  20  ( 

2 Vf  25  , 3°>  36>  37.  40  and  42.  Fenmales-7,  1 . 

3°  (2).  35  and  37.  - 

Occupation  was  followed  by  i4  males  viz  : I 
iou  try  Farmer,  Farm  Labourers  3,  Quarrymen  2 (li 

Porter  O Pohceman.  Engine  Cleaner  and 

i 01  ter.  One  female  was  a Dispenser. 

.^H-PyLM0-VABT-Two  males  (Carpenter  and  I 
affected  an<J  37  years  and  two  females  (Domestic  Servs 

One  male  and  2 females  suffered  from  Meningi 

loft  fo‘regfager.  ^ a,reC,i0n  °f  t,le  bones  of  th< 

As  far  as  can  be  ascertained  there  are  47  people  ( 
and  16  females)  in  the  County  affected  with  Pulmonar 

PMlmlandTJ,  (9  TalGS  and  11  femaIes)  affected  w 
1 ulmonary  I uberculosis. 

p , Deaths— During  the  year  there  were  21  deal 
ulmonary  ruberculosis  (10  males  and  n females)  and 
fl0,pJ  Kon- Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (2  males  and 

Prar,  ;-  arS  ar[rSAard  districts  an^  age  periods  are 
tables  II  and  III  Appendix. 

The  rates  per  r.ooo  of  population  were 

Pulmonary. 

Number.  Rate. 

Urban  Districts  3 .£9 

Rural  Districts  16  .90 

Whole  County  ai  -gy 


feeived 
i h>-iiary 


wary 

1 


.t  acted, 
21  (3), 

3 (3). 

1 uers  2, 
'.stone) 
hi!  way 

. lourer) 
s)  were 

v and  a 

i>;t  and 

males 
*.  uber- 
l:  X011- 

s from 
Jeaths 
dales), 
v..  n in 
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Non- Pulmonary. 


Number. 

Rate. 

Urban  Districts 

1 

•18 

Rural  Districts 

5 

'3i 

Wltble  County 

6 

•28 

he  rate  for  all  forms 

of  Tubercu 

losis  for 

•as  1-25. 

File  rates  for  the  years  1915-19  and  for  1920  were  as 
F.'ows  : — • 


Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  Phthisis 

Radnor.  England  & Wales.  Radnor.  England  & Wales 

15-19  1-36  1-52  o'99  1. 18 

9-0  r53  1 'i  3 o'93  0.89 

Prevention  and  Treatment.  A Tuberculosis  Register  is 
used  instead  of  the  card  system  and  some  trouble  has  been 
hen  to  ascertain  through  the  Tuberculosis  Officer,  Doctors 
ml  Nurses  in  the  County  persons  affected  with  Tuberculosis 
id  mg  in  the  County.  Practically  all  cases  have  now  been 
d.'  d by  the  nurses  at  their  homes  , ndarra  ngem  nts  have  been 
' for  periodical  re-visits,  when  instructions  are  given  in 
nd  to  isolation,  disposal  of  sputum,  open  windows,  etc. 

I lie  work  of  Tuberculosis  Officer  for  Breconshire  and 
Inorshire  under  the  Welsh  National  Memorial  Scheme  is 
' d out  in  an  efficient  manner  by  Dr.  Jordan  who  visits  the 
"mg  stations  fortnightly,  viz  . — Knighton,  Llandrindod 
d New  Radnor  and  Rhayader,  in  addition  Radnorshire 
arc  seen  at  the  stations  at  Builth  Wells  and  Hay. 

, Particulars  of  treatment  carried  out  are  given  in  the 
‘"’J'ng  statement  furnished  by  the  Welsh  National  Memorial 
■'  nation. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

umber  of  Persons  examined  for  Diagnostic  purposes  : 

<)  Under  observation  at  beginning  of  year  M 31 

F 20 

1 ■>)  new  cases  examined  during  the  year  M 58 

F 35 
— 93 
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(c)  Number  found  to  be  suffering  from 
Tuberculosis : — 

Pulmonary  ... 
Non -Pulmonary  ... 

( d ) Number  with  no  evidence  of  Tuberculosis 

( e ) Number  under  observation  still  pending 
diagnosis  at  end  of  year  1921 


M 21 
F 12 


M 2 
F 1 


33 


M 36 
F 25 
— 61 


M 30 

F 17 

— 47 


Number  and  Form  of  Treatment  recommended  by  Tuber- 
culosis Physician. 


(a) 

(*) 


Number  found  to  be  suffering  from  Pul- 


monary  Tuberculosis  during  1921 

...  M 

21 

F 

1 2 

Treatment  recommended 

Domiciliary 

...  M 

6 

F 

7 

Institutional 

...  M 

5 

F 

1 

Hospital 

...  M 
F 

3 

2 

Sanatorium 

...  M 

7 

F 

2 

(c)  Number  found  to  be  suffering  from  Non- 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  during  1921  ...  M 2 

F 1 


(d)  Treatment  recommended  : — 

Domiciliary  ...  ...  ...  M x 

F - 


Institutional  ...  ...  ...  M 

F 1 

Hospital  ...  ...  ...  M 1 

F - 

Sanatorium  ...  ...  ...  M 

F - 


33 


PI 

6 

3 

9 


3 


1 


1 


i 
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Number  of  Contacts  examined  with  the  result  of  Examination  : 
i,jj  Number  under  observation  pending  diag- 
nosis at  beginning  of  year  1921  ... 

(fe)  Number  examined  during  year  ... 

fc)  Number  found  to  be  suffering  from  Pul- 
monary'Tuberculosis  ... 


(d)  Number  with  no  evidence  of  active 
Tuberculosis  .. 


(e)  Number  still  under  observation  pending 
diagnosis  at  end  of  the  year  1921 

F 4 
— 5 

Number  of  children  attending  Public  Elementary  Schools  who 
were  referred  by  the  School  Medical  Officer  for  examination 
by  the  Tuberculosis  Physician,  with  the  result  of  the 
Examinations. 

O)  Number  under  observation  pending 

diagnosis  at  the  beginniug  of  1921  ...  M 2 

F 4 


M 

5 

F 

8 

13 

M 

7 

F 

6 

13 

M 

4 

F 

4 

M 

/•» 

/ 

F 

10 

— 

*1 

M 

X 

10 


(6)  Number  examined  during  the  year  1921  ...  M 4 

f_4 

c)  Number  found  to  be  suffering  from  'Tuber- 
culosis, Pulmonary  ...  ...  ..  M 

F 1 

1<0  Number  ■ with  no  evidence  of  active 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  M 6 

F 4 

a’)  Number  still  under  observation  pending 

diagnosis  at  the  end  of  the  year  1921  ...  M - 

F 3 
— 3 

P'-sults  of  Sanatorium  treatment  for  Pulmonary  and  Non- 
Pulmonary  cases. 

mi  Number  under  treatment  at  the  beginning  • 

of  the  year  1921.  Pulmonary  ...  M 4 

F 1 

“ 5 

Non-Pulmonary  ...  M 

F 1 
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(*) 

(c) 

(d) 

W 

(/) 


Number  admitted  during  1921  Pulmonary  M 10 

F 4 

— 14 

Number  discharged  fit  for  work.  Pulmonary  M 6 

F 3 

— 9 

Non-Pu!monary  M - 
F r 

Number  discharged  Improved.  Pulmonary  M - 

"F  1 

Number  discharged  worse.  Pulmonary  M 1 

F - 

Number  still  under  treatment  at  the  end  of 

the  year  1921  Pulmonary  M 7 

F r 

— S 


6 


Results  of  I lospital  Treatment  of  Pulmonary  and  Non- 
Pulmonary  cases. 

(а)  Number  under  treatment  at  beginning  of 

the  year  1921.  Pulmonary  M 2 

F - 

Non- Pulmonary  M 3 
F 2 

(б)  Number  admitted  during  1921.  Pulmonary  M 4 

F r 

Non-  Pulmonary  M 1 
F - 


to 

(d) 


(?■) 


(/) 


— ■ 1 

Number  sent  to  Sanatorium.  Pulmonary  M 2 

F - 
. — 2 

Number  discharged 

Improved  Pulmonary  M 1 

F - 

— 1 

Improved  Non-Pulmonary  M 2 

F 2 

' — 4 

Stationary.  Non-Pulmonary  M 1 

F - 

— 1 

Number  of  Deaths  : — 

Certified  as  primarily  due  to  Tuberculosis 

Pulmonary  M 1 
F 1 
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M 2 
F - 


(g)  Number  still  under  treatment  at  end 


of  1921. 


Pulmonary 


Non -Pulmonary  M 1 
F - 

— 1 

Results  of  Institutional  treatment  of  Pulmonary  and  Non- 
Pulmonary  cases. 

(>/)  Number  under  treatment  at  beginning  of 

the  year  1921.  Pulmonary  M 17 

F 13 

— 3° 

Non- Pulmonary  M 10 

F 7 

— 17 

b)  Number  admitted  during  the  year. 

Pulmonary  M 7 

F 3 

le)  Number  discharged.  Improved  Pulmonary  M - 

F - 

Non-Pulmonary  M 1 

F - 

/(/)  Number  still  under  treatment  at  the  end 

of  the  year  1921.  Pulmonary  M 24 

F 16 

— 40 

Non-Pulmonary  M g 

F 7 

— 16 


■nils  of  Pcatment  of  Pulmonary  and  Non-Pulmonary  cases 
r<  l,c<  nt  Nome  by  the  Medical  Practitioner  in  consultation 
with  the  I uberculosis  Physician. 

((l)  Number  under  treatment  at  the  beginning 

0 year  1921.  Pulmonary  M 13 

F 10 

Non-Pulmonary  M 2 
F J5 

f(  ) Number  admitted  during  the  year  1921. 

Pulmonary  M 6 

F 7 

Non-Pulmonary  M 1 
F - 


23 

5 

13 


29 


1 


(c)  Number  of  Deaths  : — 

Certified  as  primarily  due  to  Tuberculosis 

Pulmonary  M 3 
F 7 

— xo 

(d)  Number  still  under  treatment  at  end  of 

the  year  1921.  Pulmonary  M 16 

F 10 

— 26 

Non- Pulmonary  M 3 

F 3 

— 6 


VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

Prevention.— A Lecture  on  “ How  to  Keep  Fit,”  to  men 
only,  was  given  by  Dr.  Wright  of  Birmingham,  at  Llandrindod 
Wells,  on  Monday,  November  28th,  at  Knighton  on  Tuesday, 
29th,  and  at  Presteigne  on  Wednesday,  November  30th,  1921. 

'The  Lectures  were  illustrated  by  Cinema  Films  at 
Llandrindod  Wells  and  Knighton,  and  by  Magic  Lantern  Slides 
at  Presteigne.  A large  part  of  each  Lecture  was  taken  up 
with  “The  Prevention  of  Venereal  Diseases”  and  this  subject 
was  illustrated  by  the  films  and  slides.  '1  he  attendance  at  the 
Kino,  Llandrindod  Wells  was  approximately  300,  at  the 
Assembly  Rooms,  Knighton,  150,  and  at  the  Assembly  Rooms, 
Presteigne,  55. 

Great  interest  was  taken  in  the  Lectures  and  l have  had 
requests  to  arrange  for  Lectures  for  Women  as  well  as  for  men 
in  the  future. 

After  each  lecture,  leaflets  on  the  Prevention  of  the  Diseases 
were  distributed  to  persons  attending  the  lectures. 

A good  many  people  do  not  realise  the  terrible  results 
produced  by  Venereal  Disease.  I therefore  give  the  following 
statistics  from  the  Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  : — 

Estimated  fresh  cases  of  Venereal  ease  every  year 
850,000;  yearly  average  of  British  Ca  'ies  in  the  War, 
750,000.  “ Gonorrhoea  is  said  to  be  the  con  nonest  cause  both 

of  absolute  and  relative  sterility  in  women,  probably  50  per 
cent,  of  all  causes.” 

General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane  directly  due  to  Syphilis 
costs  the  community  £90,000  every  year.  Other  forms  of 
Insanity  due  to  Syphilis  costs  the  community  at  least  another 
£60,000  per  year. 

Fifteen  per  cent,  of  the  male  admissions  to  the  Asylums  oj 
large  cities  of  Great  Britain  are  cases  of  General  Paralysis  of 
the  Insane  due  to  Syphilis. 


30 


Locomotor  Ataxia  it  is  well-known  is  caused  by  Syphilis 
" i . >iv  than  half  of  all  the  cases  of  blindness  among  children  are 
the  results  of  Venereal  Diseases  in  the  parents.”  It  costs 
•ven  times  as  much  to  educate  a blind  child  as  a normal  child 
<1  ten  times  as  much  to  educate  a deaf  child  as  a normal 
. ! i id.  Syphilis  is  perhaps  the  commonest  cause  of  mis- 
• i.  co.  sometimes  the  child  is  still-born,  or  it  survives  for  a few 
: . mtlis  or  years  of  misery.” 

It  is  obviously  important  that  young  people  should  be 
: a;ght  the  dangers  of  Venereal  Diseases. 

Treatment. — Arrangements  have  been  i mde  for  treatment 
: a b<>th  sexes  at  the  Herefordshire  General  Hospital  on 
V,  , Tuesdays  from  T2  to  1-15  p.m.,  and  on  Saturdav  evenings 
from  5 to  6-15  p.m.  During  1921  there  were  no  cases  treated 
:u  Radnorshire.  It  is  generally  found  that  persons  affected 
• ; vcl  outside  the  County  for  treatment.  As  the  diseases  are  not 
- tillable,  it  is  impossible  to  say  how  many  persons  are 
at:  ring  from  them  in  Radnorshire. 

V here  there  are  difficulties  through  the  persons  affected 
Hue  unable  to  pay  railway  fares  these  may  be  paid  by  the 
t > nly  Council. 

\ grant  of  75  per  cent,  is  received  from  the  Ministry  of 
hth  towards  cost  of  prevention  and  treatment. 


CANCER. 

t 1 lu  re  were  30  deaths  under  the  heading  of  Cancer  and 
kgn.ant  Disease. 


i here  were  9 deaths  (3  males  and  6 females)  in  the  Urban 
21  <ii  males  and  10  females)  in  the  Rural  Districts.  The 
i - Hods  arc  given  in  Table  III.  Appendix. 

1 he  standardized  rates  per  1,000  of  the  population  areas 
. lows  - 


Urban  Districts 
Rural  Districts 
'A  hole  County 


Rate. 

1'33 
1 ‘09 

ri5 


• mtiVulars  of  standardized  rates  in  regard  to  Radnorshire 
11  'arid  and  Wales  for  previous  years  are  as  follows: — 


R'-riod. 

1911-14 

1919 

1920 


Radnorshire. 

•87 

IT  I 


England  and  Wales. 

'95 

•96 

'97 


he  seen  that  the  cancer  death  is  rather  higher  for 
. At  present  there  is  no  evidence  to  show  that  cancer 
• , T infection.  Whatever  the  origin  there  can  be  no 
■ ■-'Hhe  chief  causative  influence  in  its  production  is 
1 1 -ui  ion,  e.g.,  Stomach: — Persistant  chronic  indigestion 
1 1 me  cr  which  may  be  caused  in  turn  by  carious  teeth. 
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Tongue  and  Mouth  Warty  and  Papillary  growths  and 
simple  ulcers  about  the  mouth  are  frequently  due  to  chronic 
irritation  from  smoking,  bad  teeth,  etc.  Cancer  if  removed 
early  is  curable. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  WORK. 

Seven  throat  swabs  were  sent  to  the  Clinical  Research 
Association,  London,  for  examination  for  the  presence  of 
Diphtheria  bacilli,  and  these  were  found  in  one  case. 

Three  specimens  were  sent  to  the  Bacteriological  Depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Birmingham,  for  examination  for  the 
Wasserman  test  for  Syphilis,  and  all  three  were  negative. 

SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

I have  received  the  following  report  for  1921  from  Mr.  R.  P. 
Gough,  the  Inspector  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Milk  and  Cream  Regulations. 

1 — Milk  and  Cream  not  sold  as  Preserved  Cream  : — 

No.  of  samples  examined  No.  of  samples  in  which 
for  the  presence  of  a preservative  was 

preservative.  reported  as  being 

present. 

Milk  86  nil. 

Cream  nil.  nil. 

2 — Cream  sold  as  Preserved  Cream  : — 

Two  samples  of  Preserved  Cream  were  taken  during  the 
year  1921  and  submitted  for  analysis,  both  were  reported 
to  be  genuine. 
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I he  following  1 able  shows  the  number  of  samples  taken 
during  1921,  and  the  number  found  to  be  genuine 


Nature  of  Sample. 

Number  of  (j 
Samples  taker, 

Number  founu  ' 
to  be  genuine,  jj 
* 

siiraaace: 

Nature  of  Sample. 

Number  of  • 
Samples  taken. ■■ 

Number  found  f 
to  be  genuine. 

1 

New  Milk 

86 

72 

Magarine 

5 

5 

Condensed  Milk... 

1 

1 

Butter 

5 

5 

Flour 

2 

2 

Epsom  Salts 

1 

1 

1 artaric  Acid 

2 

2 

Cayenne  Pepper 

1 

1 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda 

5 

5 

Jelly  ... 

4 

4 

baking  Powder  .. 

4 

4 

Mustard 

4 

4 

Ham  & Tongue 

Custard  Powder 

2 

2 

Paste 

1 

1 

Cream  Custard 

1 

1 

Mixed  Spice 

2 

2 i 

Sugar 

4 

4 

Fgg  Substitute 

Lemon  Curd  .. 

1 

1 

Powder 

6 

6 j 

Ginger 

3 

3 

Arrowroot 

3 

3 

Rice  ••• 

2 

? 

Coffee  ... 

3 

3 

Cream  of  Tartar 

3 

3 

Cheese  . .. 

9 

9 

Blanc  Mange 

I.ard  ... 

7 

7 

Powder 

2 

2 

C uavy  Granules  ... 

1 

1 

Preserved  Cream 

2 

2 

Potted  Beef 

1 

1 

Sago  ... 

1 

1 

b'ce 

1 

1 

Spongie 

1 

1 

1 ea 

1 

1 

Cocoa  Powder... 

1 

1 

1 upper  ... 

5 

5 

Milk  Powder  ... 

1 

1 

Celery  Soup 

2 

2 

Turkey  & Ham 

1 

1 

I omato  Soup 

1 

1 

Paste 

Scotch  Broth 

1 

! 

Salt 

1 

1 

— 

Corn  Flour 

1 

1 

Total  number  of  Samples  taken  ...  191 

Total  number  found  to  be  genuine  177 


b I'. marks— It  will  be  seen  that  with  the  excepion  of  14  of 
,llllk  the  other  samples  were  genuine. 

! he  action  taken  in  regard  to  these  samples  is  as  follows  : — 
"''“  'U  samples  . Amount 

'uik  to  be  Number  Number  Number  of  fines 

,l<  ",t(jrated  warned  prosecuted  convicted  imposed 

I \ r-j  ^ ^ / I X 

d T20’  r9°  samples  were  submitted  for  analysis  and  180 
: ^ sa,nples  of  milk  and  and  1 of  butter  were 

also  2 samples  of  bicarbonate  of  soda.  A sample 
,,  . ",IS  unsound.  Action  taken  was  as  follows  : — h persons 

1-  } ^ Ijr°secuted  and  2 convicted.  Fines  amounting  to 
N were  imposed. 
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COWSHEDS,  DAIRIES  AND  MILKSHOPS. 


The  following  are  particulars  of  the  number  registered  in 
each  district  : — 


Urban  Districts. 

No. 

Rural  Districts 

No. 

Knighton 

*12 

Colwyn 

16 

Llandrindod  Wells 

8 

Knighton  ... 

2 

Presteign 

1 1 

New  Radnor 

Nil 

Painscastle 

Nil 

including  6 milkshops 

Rhayader... 

10 

There  are  no  premises 

registered  in  the  Ruial  Disti 

icts  of 

New  Radnor  and  Painscastle,  although  it  is  oL\ious  that  milk 
is  being  sold  to  the  inhabitants  and  I would  direct  the  attention 
of  the  Councils  concerned  to  this  matter. 


At  the  request  of  the  County  Council,  reports  by  the 
District  Medical  Officers  of  Health  on  Cowsheds  and  Dairies 
were  sent  in  during  1921.  On  the  whole  the  reports  indicate 
that  there  is  greater  need  of  cleanliness,  periodical  removal 
of  manure  from  the  vicinity  of  premises,  and  in  some  cases 
the  buildings  are  very  defective. 

Under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Amendment  Act  of  1922,  Sec. 
2,  a Local  Authority  under  certain  conditions  may  refuse  to 
register  a retail  purveyor  of  milk,  and  may  remove  a person 
from  the  register.  Section  3 deals  with  ‘ Grade  A ’ and 
Pasturised  Milk,  and  Section  5 imposes  a heavy  penalty  on  any 
person  who  sells  the  milk  of  a cow  suffering  from  Tuber- 
culosis of  the  Udder,  where  it  is  proved  that  he  knew,  or 
could  have  ascertained  by  ordinary  care,  that  the  cow  was 
suffering  from  that  disease. 

'Fhe  Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act  1915,  which 
would  have  had  an  important  effect  in  raising  the  standard  of 
cleanliness  of  milk  and  which  dealt  with  Tuberculosis  of  the 
cow  and  other  matters  has  been  postponed  until  the  1st  of 
September,  1925. 

MEAT  INSPECTION. 

There  is  no  Public  Slaughter-house  in  the  County,  but  the 
provision  of  such  a building  is  I understand  contemplated  by 
the  Llandrindod  Wells  Urban  District  Council. 


The  number  of  private  slaughter-houses  registered  or 
licensed  is  as  follows  : — 


Urban  Districts.  No. 
Knighton  ...  4 

Llandrindod  Wells  ...  3 

Presteign  ...  ...  2 


Rural  District 
Colwyn 
Knighton  ... 

New  Radnor 
Painscastle... 
Rhayader 


No. 
3 

Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
Several 
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The  only  record  of  any  condemned  meat  is  in  regard  to 
Llandrindod  Wells,  given  by  Mr.  W.  Jordan,  the  Sanitary 
1 pee tor,  and  there  is  no  mention  of  any  carcase  or  portion  of 
. carcase  condemned  on  account  of  Tuberculosis,  and  he 
iitions  that  “The  inspection  of  meat  cannot  be  carried  out 
; faclorily  owing  to  the  facts  that  : — 

; i ) the  slaughter-houses  arc  privately  owned,  and 
(2)  two  butchers  slaughter  outside  the  town.’’  He  states 
t'i  .l  the  bulk  of  the  carcases  are  exposed  for  sale  before  lie  sees 
• in,  and  the  organs  removed  or  concealed  before  his  visit, 
lie  trusts  that  “the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  a public 
: ittoir  will  be  erected  in  the  town.’’ 


Difficulties  in  regard  to  meat  inspection  occur  in  all 
: i vatc  slaughter  houses.  The  Ministry  of  Health  (Welsh 
b .a rdj  issued  a circular  dated  19th  April,  1922,  in  regard  to 
uniformity  in  Meat  Inspection,  and  suggests  that  step's  should  be 
' ken  to  secure  the  concentration  of  slaughtering  in  as  few 
! lighter  houses  as  possible.  Reference  is  also  made  to 
<T  M ideations  of  Inspectors.  The  services  of  a County 

V'  vrinary  Inspector  are  referred  to  and  also  as  an  alternative 
y Inspectors  i.e.  Sanitary  Inspectors  holding  a meat  certificate. 

• b • Iordan  of  Llandrindod  Wells  is  the  only  Sanitary  Inspector 
'.lie  County  holding  such  a certificate. 


HOUSING. 


During  the  year  there  were  no  representations  or  closing 
v'is  in  any  of  the  Rural  Districts  under  the  Housing  and 
■ '•vii  Planning  Acts  and  there  is  no  mention  of  any  in  the 
rts  of  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  for  the  Urban  Districts 


Lnder  the  Housing  and  '"own  Planning,  etc.  Act,  1919, 
::ns  of  survey  of  housing  needs  were  sent  to  the  Housing 
inniissioner  in  the  latter  part  of  1919  with  the  exception  of 
: ■ aded  reports  in  the  case  of  Knighton  Rural  June  3rd,  1920 
I Rhayader  Rural,  July  6th,  1920. 


} be  estimate  of  the  number  of  working  class  houses 
' 1 r(’-d  for  the  next  three  years  was  as  follows 

No.  of  houses  No.  of  houses 


T1  Districts 
: nighton 

! "drindod  Wells 
1 ‘resteigne 
; 'I  Districts 
Colwyn 
yp'bghton 
•r-\v  Radnor 
Riinscastlc 
Rliayader 


No.  of  houses  be  made  fit  for 

fective  but 

required. 

habitation. 

can  be  made 
fit. 

6 

— 

18 

25 

1 

2 

35 

1 

- — - 

16 

— 



3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

3 

20 

8 

8 .jo 

(approxim:  tely) 
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In  the  return  fur  Presteigne  it  is  mentioned  that  “ the 
greater  part  of  the  cottages  contain  only  two  bedrooms  and  are 
not  suitable  for  a family.” 

The  only  districts  where  houses  have  been  erected  under  the 
Government  Scheme  are  Presteigne  (Urban)  and  Colwyn  Ruial. 

In  Presteigne  six  houses  have  been  erected.  All  the  houses 
contain  3 bedrooms,  four  contain  one  living  room  and  scullery, 
and  two  also  a parlour.  Each  house  is  provided  with  bath  and 
larder. 

In  Colwyn  Rural  District  there  have  been  eight  houses 
erected,  four  in  the  Parish  of  Llansaintfraed-in-lilvel,  and  four 
in  the  Parish  of  Disserth.  These  houses  have  2 living  rooms 
a scullery  and  3 bedrooms.  There  are  also  a bath  and 
larder. 

The  Llandrindod  Wells  Scheme  which  included  the 
erection  of  fourteen  houses  in  the  Puffryn  Road  site  was 
abandoned  by  the  Urban  District  Council  in  favour  of  an 
alternative  site  near  the  crossing,  after  a meeting  of  rate-payers 
when  the  voting  was  against  the  DyiTryn  Road  site.  As  the 
Ministry  of  Health  will  not  agree  to  the  alternative  site,  no 
houses  are  to  be  built. 

fn  a recent  report  to  the  Presteigne  Urban  District  Council 
the  Architect  suggests  that  six  more  houses  should  be  erected 
upon  the  site  already  acquired,  and  mentions  that  Type  A 
(non-parlour)  can  be  built  for  £380,  and  Type  B (parlour)  for 
Ad0  each. 

In  the  original  scheme  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  it  was 
provided  that  the  cost  to  a L<jcal  Authority,  if  the  housing 
scheme  was  approved  by  the  Ministry  should  not  exceed  a 
penny  rate. 

Owing  to  building  rings,  trusts,  and  the  reduced  output  of 
labour,  the  cost  per  house  rose  to  as  much  as  £1,000  and  even 
over  this  amount,  and  in  consequence  the  scheme  had  to  be 
abandoned,  only  those  contracts  which  were  being  carried  out 
being  allowed  to  be  completed.  1 he  Rhayader  scheme  there- 
fore fell  through,  and  this  is  to  be  regretted,  as  there  are 
working  class  houses  in  the  town  unfit  to  live  in. 

A Local  Authority  can  still  carry  out  a scheme  under  the 
Housing  and  Town  Planning  Acts,  but  it  would  be  necessary 
to  let  the  houses  at  a rent  to  cover  the  cost  of  the  repayment 
of  loan  and  interest. 

The  1921  census  returns  in  regard  to  number  of  persons  in 
the  various  tenements  has  not  yet  been  published. 

The  1911  returns  show  that  in  regard  to  Urban  Districts' 
in  3-roomed  houses  there  were  13  families  containing  7 person? 
and  over,  and  in  4-roomed  houses,  there  were  14  families 
containing  the  same  number  of  occupants.  Assuming  that  in 
these  types  of  houses  there  were  2 bedrooms  and  reckoning 
two  children  as  equal  to  an  adult  there  was  overcrowding  in 
27  instances. 
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In  the  Rural  Districts  there  were  9 two-roomed  houses  con- 
ning 6 persons  and  over,  and  41  three-roomed  houses,  .1  85 
mr-roomed  houses  containing  7 persons  and  over.  There  was 
fius  overcrowding  in  connection  with  135  families. 

It  will  be  seen  that  in  at  least  162  cases  in  the  County 
here  was  overcrowding,  taking  a low  estimate.  I quite,  agree 
. ith  the  late  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Presteigne  that  there 
re  an  insufficient  number  of  houses  for  the  working-classes 
utli  3 bedrooms. 

Bad  housing  conditions  have  a direct  bearing  on  the  health 
f the  community,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  will  be 
u'gely  through  better  housing,  proper  food  open  windows,  etc. 
fiat  the  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  will  be  decreased  in 
fie  future,  it  is  the  highest  form  of  economy  1o  look  after  the 
roper  housing  of  the  people. 

Privy  Accommodation  - — A Special  Report  was  presented 
o the  Urban  District  Council  on  this  question  as  affecting 
ficsteigne  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  1921.  In 
M report  he  mentions  that  there  are  in  all  upwards  of  30 
• h-rent  sets  of  dwellings  provided  with  privies  ; many  of  them 
we  seriously  out  of  repair,  and  some  unfit  for  use.  Privies 
: '■  out  of  date  and  are  invariably  a nuisance. 

Dr.  Milner  states  “The  above  conditions  provide  an  ex- 
dentbreeding and  feeding  ground  for  flies.  In  view  of  the 
■se  proximitv  of  many  of  these  privies  to  the  houses  they 
°rd  abundant  opportunities  for  the  contamination  of  food 
pecially  milk.  In  cases  where  there  are  young  children  they 
'Wide  a ready  means  for  the  spread  of  F.pidemic  Summer 
’Kirrhma.  A death  occured  at  Presteigne  of  an  infant  under 
year  during  1921. 

In  addition  to  the  danger  of  Summer  Diarrhoea,  there  is 
> the  more  serious  danger  of  an  outbreak  of  Typhoid  Fever. 

It  is  well  known  that  in  towns  such  as  Nottingham,  with  a 
0 number  of  privies,  the  incidence  of  Typhoid  Fever  is  high, 
,1;  therefore  to  be  hoped  that  the  Presteigne  Urban  District 
mi  l]  will  deal  with  this  matter  with  the  least  possible  delay. 


CINEMAS. 

1 piesented  a report  to  the  General  Purposes  Committee  on 
■ynus  and  dealt  with  the  following  questions:  cubit  feet  per 
• I -<>or  ,sPace  per  head,  ventilation,  heating,  relative  1 um- 
, '“hting  and  cleanliness  and  suggested  certain  standards 
' , ' J,c  *Cot  Per  head,  not  less  than  100  feet,  floor  space  not 
^ sduare  feet.  The  County  Architect  reported  that'in 
mas  ’n  the  County  that  the  standards  were  higher. 
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The  importance  of  electric  fans  was  pointed  out,  also  of 
natural  light  and  the  doors  being  arranged  so  that  at  intervals 
between  the  performances  the  houses  could  be  thoroughly 
flushed  with  air.  Thermometers  should  be  fixed  in  the  building 
and  the  temperature  should  not  exceed  55  to  60  degrees  F. 

Cleanliness  is  very  important  ; floors,  wood-work  and 
scats  should  be  washed  frequently. 

MENTAL  DEFICIENCY  ACT. 

The  number  of  persons  in  the  County  coming  under  the 
Act  of  1913  is  13  (7  males  and  6 females).  The  particulars  are 
as  follows  : — 

Imbeciles— Males : 4,  7,  8,  9,  42  and  51  years  of  age. 
Females:  16  and  17  years. 

Idiots.— Male  12  years.  Females:  3,  18,  21  and  22  years. 

The  question  of  sending  a boy  aged  9 years  to  an  Institu- 
tion at  the  request  of  the  parents  has  been  under  consideration 
and  this  boy  was  sent  to  Stoke  Park  Colony  near  Bristol,  in 
August,  1922,  the  parents  contributing  5/-  per  week  towards 
the  maintenance. 
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TABLE  II. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  ADMINISTRATIVE  AREAS  IN  T{ 
COUNTY  OF  RADNOR.  1921. 


JR  BAN 

1CTS 

RURAL 

i jis'i  me  rs. 

~couT 

Causes  of  Death. 

* 

Knighton. 

Llandrindod 

Wells. 

<D 

C 

u 

'v 

o 

CL 

Colwyn 

! 

c 

o 

-C 

*£ 

New  Radnor. 

Painscastle. 

Rhayader. 

M 

F 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

Diphtheria 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Influenza 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

6 

T uherculosis  of  respiratory 
system 

2 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

3 

8 

10 

11 

Other  Tuber  lous  Diseases 

I 

2 

3 

2 

4 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

3 

2 

4 

2 

6 

2 

11 

14 

K 

Diabetes 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

/ 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  &c. 

4 

1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

1 

8 

14 

e 

Heart  Disease 

1 

1 

2 

4 

6 

6 

4 

13 

21 

u 

Artcrio-sclerosis 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

5 

Bronchitis 

1 

4 

1 

4 

2 

4 

8 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

6 

3 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

1 

1 

2 

Diarrhcca,  &c.  (under  2 yrs) 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

1 

1 

Acute  & chronic  nephritis 

1 

3 

1 

2 

5 

9 

3 

Puerperal  sepsis 

Other  accidents  & diseases 

of  pregnancy  and  par- 
turition ... 

1 

1 

Congenital  debility  and 
malformation  prema- 
ture birth 

2 

1 

3 

2 

2 

6 

J 

Suicide 

2 

1 

1 

Other  deaths  from  violence 

I 

1 

1 

3 

Other  defined  diseases  ... 

7 

3 

7 

7 

14 

4 

7 

10 

29 

30 

Causes  illdefined  or  un- 

1 

known 

1 

1 

All  Causes  ... 

22 

25 

23 

21 

45 

23 

26 

71 

135 

1. 

4° 


TABLE  III. 

, OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE  IN  THE 
COUNTY  OF  RADNOR.— 1921. 


Aggregate 

of  Urban  Districts. 

r 

A' 

;g.-C 

j'lte 

of 

Rural  Districts. 

•F  Dt'.ATH. 

N 

0 

1- 

- 2- 

5 

15- 

25- 

45- 

65- 

75- 

h 

5,  0 

c 

1 

-!•  1- 

- 2- 

5- 

- 15 

25 

- 45- 

- 65 

- 75— 

Cough 

1 2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

6 

2 

I 

2 

1 

of  rcpiratory 

5 

2 

2 

1 

! 16 

2 

5 

5 

2 

1 

1 

r'lous  Diseases 

1 

1 

5 

3 

1 

1 

. - ;a.int  disease 

9 

2 

5 

2 

21 

2 

10 

6 

3 

• 

2 

I 

1 

2 

1 

1 

norrbage,  &c. 

7 

3 

1 

3 

15 

2 

2 

7 

4 

4 

1 

I 

2 

33 

1 

1 

10 

12 

9 

•is 

4 

I 

2 

I 

4 

2 

2 

J 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

5 

' (all  forms) 

2 

1 

1 

7 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

. ' -or y diseases 
* . < > c. 

1 

2 

2 

I 

1 

5 

I 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

■ ! iver 

I 

I 

v>n*c  nephritis 
• sepsis 

4 

1 

3 

8 

1 

5 

2 

■ nis  <Sc  diseases 

'“  >•  and  par- 

* 

I 

1 

■'Tility  and 
non  prema- 

• nil 

3 

3 

7 

7 

2 

2 

from  violence 

1 

1 

2 

2 

diseases  ... 

7 

I 

2 

2 

2 

0 

39 

2 

1 

1 

1 

6 

5 

23 

( 'n,‘<I  or  un- 

1 . 



1 

1 

1 

__[ 

70 

6 

1 

2 

2 

6 

3 1 

6 

3 2 

1 j 

86 

2 

3 

1 

5 

6 

21  - 

14 

5 - 

19 

4i 


